Paris memorial will

honour war dead of

the animal kingdom

EIGHT million harses and
unknown numbers of muales
and donkeys died on
Europe’s battlefields during
World War One

Hursdreds aof thousands of
dogs and pigeons were also
lalled, bringing the total to an
estimated 11 milbon animals.

Now a monument to all
animals killed in warfare is to
be built in Paris, folowing
lobbying by the Paris
Animaux Loopohs associa
tion. Amandine Sanvisens, its
president. sasd: “They have
established a working group
to establish where it should
be, the form and what text
should sccompany it.

“We werent imvited to take
part, but we intend to keep

because if it ism'
done by the next dections in
2020, it might get pushed
aside, forgotien, never built”

The point of the memorial
she said, is to remind people
of the carnage that war has
often meant for animals.

The centenary of the end of
Warld War One in November
was the starting point for the
campaign to win recogntion
for the animal war dead.

“But the council has decid
ed to make the memornal to
French animals killed in all
wars, she said.

The nunsher af animals
killed in the two world wars
is not much recognised in
France, which has no equiva-
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It is important to
remember, to avoid
similar carnage in
the future, and to
guide opinion as it
evolves on question
of animal rights
Amandine Sanvisens
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and find retirement homes

for thewr animals. France has
the second largest population
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of the memorial
she said, is to remind people
often meant for animals.

The cemtenary of the end of
Woarld War One in November
was the starting point for the
campasgn to win recognstion
for the animal war dead.

“But the council has decid
ed to make the memonal to
French animals killed in all
wars,” she said.

The namber of animals
killed in the two world wars
is not much recognised in
France, which has no equiva-
lent to the UK’ Dickan
Medal, awarded to animals
making outstanding contrn
batons in wars.

Loadon has an antmal war
memarial in Park Lane.

Ms Sanvisens said “It is
impartant to remember, in
onder to avold similar carmage
in the future, and to guide
opinion as it evolves on the
question of animal rights.

“There are a few malated
memarials to animals in the
marth of France, bat we need
one in the capital

“Our association s also
running campaigns ta
improve animal rights in
Paris. For example, we want
to see the end of fishing
there. Fish caught in Paris are
too pelluted 1o cat, so what's
the pount of catchang themn
Fish arent toys. It's ahsued”

The associatson is also cam
pasgning to pet circus acls
izvalving wild animals
banned from Paris.

“Strasbourg and Montpellier
have already banned them,
and there is a broad public
consensus 1o ban wild animal
acts, so we're pushing hard on
this ane.

“We domt jll want wild
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the future, and to
guide opinion as it
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and find retirement homes
for their animals. Prance has
the second largest population
of wild anumals in European
circuses after Germany, so we
need to pash hard on this”™

A fourth campagn by the
group is less bkely to recetve
widespread popular support
in the short term. It is work-
ing 1o end the polsoning of
rats in Paris as a means of
contralling their numbers.

Ms Sanvisens sasd: "They
use anti-coagulants, which
mean the rats die panfully of
mternal bleeding”

The idea that rats carry dis-
eases is against them,

“We explain rats don't carry
any maore diseases than dogs,
they are highly ntellgent,
and we could cohabit Paris
with them

"Controlling thetr numbers
could be done by getting
rubbish off the streets, so0
there's less for them to cat,
and by putting oral contra
ceptives down, not poison.

“We're not suggesting that
they should live m people’s
flats but we're saying it would
be OK to see them in parks.

*There 18 md mecessity to
confine them to sewers, but
the policy s they cant be
seen - 2% a visual problem.

“A first step would be to
carry out a large-scale study
to count them, utlmhld
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